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About School Food Matters 

School Food Matters exists to teach children about food and to improve children’s access to healthy, 

sustainable food during their time at school. We provide fully funded food education programmes to 

schools.  Our experience delivering these programmes informs and strengthens our campaigns, 

bringing the voices of children, parents and teachers to government policy. 

 
Summary 

The Strategy is encouraging and makes steps in the right direction. However, given that the food 

system contributes 37% of global GHG emissions,1 more could be done to improve food education, 

operations and procurement in schools. Below is School Food Matters’ response to Action Areas 1, 3 

and 4, where we believe we can add valuable advice and support on the delivery of the strategy. 

 
Action Area 1: Climate Education 

The strategy rightly observes science, geography and citizenship programmes in the National 

Curriculum as subject areas to cover sustainability and climate change content. However, food is also 

a National Curriculum subject and, given that we cannot achieve climate targets without a more 

sustainable food system, it seems remiss to not acknowledge food education as a key subject area. 

 

Environmental Science A-Level was a welcome addition to the curriculum in 2017, but the good news 

was overshadowed the following year by the removal of Food A-Level. Since its removal, there has 

been a trickle-down declination of food education throughout the key stages. We need the future 

architects of our food system to understand the impact of their decisions. This is why we support the 

National Food Strategy’s recommendation to reintroduce Food A-Level,2 as do 98% of students.3 

 

The proposal to ‘encourage partnerships which support the knowledge and understanding of children 

and young people about the environment,’ is something School Food Matters has spent 15 years 

practising. Our projects see schools building and transforming gardens of their own, setting up 

growing spaces and taking their children to farms to see where their food comes from.4 We believe 

the strategy should specify teaching children about where their food comes from. We offer our 

expertise in this area to DfE and will be happy to discuss our projects further. 

 

 

 
1 Clark, Michael A. et al. 2020. Global food system emissions could preclude achieving the 1.5°C and 2°C 
climate change targets. Science. 370(6517), pp.705-708. 
2 Dimbleby, H. (2021). The National Food Strategy Independent Review: The Plan. London: Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs [Online]. 
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British Nutrition Foundation. 
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Action Area 3: The Education Estate 

Our projects mentioned above will be ideal to contribute to biophilic schools and the National 

Education Nature Park. We would like to see school growing programmes acknowledged and included 

in the National Education Nature Park. Again, we offer our practice-led experience and expertise in 

carrying out such projects to the Department for Education in the form of advice and support. 

 

The recommendation for schools to develop Climate Action Plans by 2025 is welcome. The DfE is now 

piloting School Food Reporting, following the Levelling Up White Paper. It would be prescient to 

ensure these two school-produced documents are complementary, given the impact of food on a 

school’s environmental footprint. 

 

 

Action Area 4: Operations and Supply Chains 

We welcome the Strategy’s commitment to reviewing school food standards. However, the date set 

for this is 2025, and we know (not least due to our place on the advisory group) that the standards 

have already been reviewed, 5 an action from The Childhood Obesity Plan (2016). They simply need 

piloting, approving and implementing. 

 

Food waste is identified as an issue within schools and certainly food waste contributes significantly to 

the climate and nature crisis. Increasing take up is certainly a positive goal, as we know where take up 

is low, often it is a sign of other issues. The best way to drive take up is to improve the quality of food 

served, which needs not only standards but accountability mechanisms. Both the menu design and 

accountability mechanisms should involve children in the process, to both educate them where their 

food comes from, and to ensure food they will eat is served. Furthermore, proper food education 

starting from early years, which introduces children to a variety of food, will see children more likely 

to identify and try new foods, reducing waste. 

 

Another significant contributor to food-related emissions is the meat and dairy industry, as 

acknowledged in this section of the strategy. Improving school food procurement to create change 

further up the supply chains can have a significant impact, with relatively simple changes needed from 

schools’ perspective. This would be a welcome addition to the strategy, following the implementation 

of new standards. 

 

 
5 Ford, V. (2020). Schools: Food. UK Parliament: Written answer, 4 June, UIN 51681. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-06-01/51681

